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pot-ism, and the vexations they endure from their lords, cause
the most ignorant among them to act in the same sense
as the most enlightened republicans. The Catholic priests are
no longer alarmed at the calumnies diffused about the irre-
ligioti of the French; they have adopted the principles of the
people on whom they depend; they are in general good re-
publicans ; they have done good service by propagating with a
discreet zeal the system of union, and they have persuaded the
people to take the oath [of allegiance] imposed on them by force,
without in any respect renouncing their principles and their
projects.7

The memoir then proceeds to state that very lately the
Prince of Wales, who was closely connected with three of the
chiefs of the Opposition, sent over a confidential agent in hopes
of creating a movement for making him Lord Lieutenant, on
the understanding that he would support the emancipation of
the Catholics, parliamentary reform, the abolition of the coercive
legislation of the last three years, and a complete change of
men and things; but the leaders of the Opposition refused to
take part in this scheme. MclSTevin attributes their refusal
to their belief that a French invasion was probable, though
they had no direct information on the subject. Both the Prince
of Wales, he said, and Lord Moira, were moving heaven and
earth to change the existing system in Ireland, and to content
the people in order to withdraw them from French influence.
They had, however, met with no response. The people were/
resolved to aim at independence and a republican Government,
and, in the event of an invasion, the bulk of the militia would
undoubtedly join the French. The immediate measure which
would act most powerfully on the situation, would be a declara-
tion on the part of France, that she would make no peace with
the English Government which did not contain a provision for
the independence of Ireland.1

1 F.F.O.   The greater part of this     the  object of pacifying Ireland by

memoir will be found in the CamUe^     concessions, and had made a proposi-

rMf/k  Correspondence, i. 295-301, but     tion to that effect to the Government,

the passage relating to the Prince of     See Lord Colchester's Diary and Cor-
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to be Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, with
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